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Smith to take U.S. Senate seat 


JEAN PIERI / PIONEER PRESS 


Lt. Gov. Tina Smith talks to the media Wednesday at the state Capitol after Gov. Mark Dayton, right, selected her to replace U.S. Sen. Al Franken, who 
announced last week that he will resign. At left is her husband, Archie. Smith said she will run in the November 2018 special election to complete 
Franken’s term through 2020. “I shouldn’t be underestimated,” she said. 


Dayton names lieutenant governor as his pick to replace Franken 


By Dave Orrick 


dorrick@pioneerpress.com 


Tina Smith had the last word 
Wednesday, and her statement 
was resolute. 

“I shouldn’t be underestimated,” 
Smith said. “And if I weren’t confi- 
dent, I wouldn’t be doing this.” 

With that, she hugged her family 
and strode away from the glare of 


the cameras at the Minnesota Cap- 
itol, poised to become Minnesota’s 
next U.S. senator. 

On Wednesday, Gov. Mark Day- 
ton named Smith, his 59-year-old 
lieutenant governor and one of his 
most trusted allies, to replace Sen. 
Al Franken, who has said he'll 
resign in the coming weeks amid 
allegations of sexually inappropri- 
ate behavior from multiple women. 


The appointment will launch 
Smith from her longtime role as a 
behind-the-scene liberal operative 
into the halls of power in Washing- 
ton, D.C. — although she described 
Wednesday as a moment “I never 
anticipated.” 

She won’t be a mere caretaker of 
the role. 

Smith said unequivocally that 
she will run for election in Novem- 


On Page 16A: The career that 
brought Tina Smith to the Senate. 


ber 2018 to complete the remainder 
of Franken’s term through 2020. 
She said the decision was a sign 
of her “commitment to the job” — 
and one that pleased many nation- 
al Democratic leaders as they see 
hopes of wresting control of the 
Senate from Republicans in the 
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Lawmaker replacing Smith wants both jobs 


By Dave Orrick 


dorrick@pioneerpress.com 


That didn’t take long. 

Shortly after Tina Smith 
was named successor to Al 
Franken, a legal battle erupt- 


Senate ed over control of the Minne- 
President sota Senate — and the state 
Michelle Supreme Court might have to 
Fischbach settle it. 


Immediately at stake is 
whether Republicans can 
maintain their one-vote mar- 
gin in the Senate. 

Perhaps a larger issue at 
stake is the separation of 
powers between the legisla- 
tive and executive branches. 

Thing got heated quickly, as 
Jennifer Carnahan, chair of 
the Republican Party of 


Minnesota, alleged a Demo- 
cratic power grab was Gov. 
Mark Dayton’s motive. 
“Governor Dayton chose to 
play politics with Senator 
Franken’s replacement,” Car- 
nahan said in a statement. 
“Its an underhanded ‘House 
of Cards’-style move. This is 
clearly an attempt to throw 
the Republican majority in 


the Minnesota Senate out of 
balance.” 

It’s all the result of a cas- 
cade that began when Dayton 
named Smith, his lieutenant 
governor, to Franken’s seat 
after his resignation last 
week amid accusations of 
sexual misconduct. There’s 


SMITH'S SUCCESSOR, 16A 


_ PIONEER PRESS 


| TwinCities «com >com 


DECEMBER 14, 2017 


36 years 
later, ‘true 
heroes 
honored 


3 retired cops, victim 
in St. Paul murder 
case are recognized 


By Mara H. Gottfried 


mgottfried@pioneerpress.com 


After a man confessed to Doro- 
thy Noga that he had kidnapped 
and murdered a 6-year-old girl in 
St. Paul, he threatened that he 
was going to cut her throat. 

Then, the man showed up at her 
work and “pushed his face into 
my face and said, “Take a look 
because it’s going to be your last 
(dook). ... He said, ‘Tl show you 
what (Cassie Hansen) went 
through,’ ” said Noga, recalling 
how Stuart Knowlton tried to 
smother her and then stabbed 
her 32 times. 

St. Paul Police Chief Todd Axtell 
honored Noga and three retired 
St. Paul police officers on 
Wednesday, the 36th anniversary 
of the day that Noga was 
attacked. 

Noga had been face-to-face with 
Knowlton, whom Axtell 
described as a sexual predator 
who abducted Cassie Hansen 
from Jehovah Evangelical 
Lutheran Church at Thomas and 
Snelling avenues on Nov. 10, 1981. 
Cassie’s body was found the fol- 
lowing day in a trash dumpster 
near Grand Avenue. 
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JEAN PIERI / PIONEER PRESS 


A photo of Cassie Hansen is 
displayed at the awards ceremony 
Wednesday in St. Paul. The girl 
was 6 when she was killed in 1981. 


Agreement reached on GOP | tax bill 


By Lisa Mascaro 
Tribune Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON — Republican 
leaders on Wednesday agreed on a 
revised plan to cut taxes that 
would lower the corporate rate 
from 35 percent to 21 percent, and 
drop the top individual rate for the 
richest Americans to 37 percent, 
according to GOP senators and 
others briefed on the deal. 

The tentative accord marked a 
significant step in the GOP push to 
have a tax bill on President Donald 
Trump’s desk by Christmas. Lead- 
ers did not release the details of 
the compromise or text of a final 
bill as negotiations continued. 

“Tt’s critically important for Con- 
gress to quickly pass these historic 
tax cuts,” Trump said Wednesday, 
promising Americans could begin 
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J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE / ASSOCIATED PRESS 


House Ways and Means Committee Chairman Kevin Brady, R-Texas, 
center, shakes hands with Senate Finance Committee Chairman Orrin 
Hatch, R-Utah, on Wednesday after GOP leaders agreed on a revised plan 


to cut taxes. 


Looking for something to do? From dining out to 
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House Republicans 
criticize Mueller probe 


But deputy AG 


defends integrity 
of the investigation 


By Mary Clare Jalonick, 
Tom Lobianco and Sadie Gurman 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON  — House 
Republicans ratcheted up criti- 
cism of special counsel Robert 
Mueller’s probe into Russian 
meddling Wednesday, question- 
ing whether there was bias on his 
team of lawyers but stopping 
short of calling for his firing or 
resignation. 

The criticism directed toward 
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Deputy Attorney General Rod 
Rosenstein at a House Judiciary 
Committee hearing comes after 
the release of anti-Donald Trump 
text messages exchanged 
between two FBI officials later 
assigned to the Russia probe. 
While Republicans on Capitol Hill 
are unlikely to support Mueller’s 
removal, some appear to be laying 
the groundwork for suggesting 
the results of the investigation 
will be unfairly partisan. 

House members focused on the 
hundreds of text messages 
between an FBI counterintelli- 
gence agent and an FBI lawyer. 
Those messages, which occurred 
before Mueller was appointed in 
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